
 

Week 

1 

Request for EHC 

needs assessment 

is made 

 

 LA decides assessment is not 

needed, the reasons are shared 

with parents and YP with advice 

on next steps. Parents and YP 

can appeal decision 

 

 

Parents or YP invited to meeting 

which will give advice on the 

next stages in the assessment 

process and the opportunity to 

ask questions. 

By 

Week 20 

 EHC Plan is finalised 

and issued 

 LA decides plan is not needed, draft 

Additional SEND Support Plan will be 

issued recommending support that 

should be in place from resources already 

available to the school or college.  

Parents or YP can appeal decision.  

LA gathers all 

information required 

to see if an EHC plan 

is needed. 

By 

Week 16 

LA decides 

assessment is  

needed 

Draft EHC Plan shared for 

comment and to express 

preference for 

educational placement 

Timeline for Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment and 

Issue of a Plan 

By 

Week 6 By  

Week 12  

LA decides EHC 

Plan is needed 

 

Other sources of 

guidance and 

information 

about EHC needs 

assessment 

process 

SENDIASS (Special 

Educational Needs and 

Disabilities Information 

Advice and Support Service) 

 

 

DFE Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice – Guidance which sets out all statutory duties for children and young 

people with SEND - SEND Code of Practice 

 

Parents or YP can 

appeal the 

education, health 

and social care 

aspects of the plan. 

Or Or 

Parents and 

YP can meet 

with LA to 

discuss draft 

plan. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf

